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were not entitled to life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness, that ‘‘their
posterity’’—that is us, Mr. Speaker—
“might look up again to the Declara-
tion of Independence and take courage
to renew the battle which their Fa-
thers began.” Wow.

Mr. Speaker, what we are doing to
these little babies is real, and all of us
here know that in our own hearts. So
let me close with a final wise counsel
from Abraham Lincoln, who stood so
strongly for human dignity, and it des-
perately applies to all of us in this mo-
ment.

He said: ‘‘Fellow citizens, we cannot
escape history. We of this Congress and
this administration will be remem-
bered, in spite of ourselves. No personal
significance, or insignificance, can
spare one or another of us. The fiery
trial through which we pass will light
us down in honor or dishonor to the
last generation.”

Mr. Speaker, what if the words of the
American Declaration of Independence
really are true? What if there really is
a creator? And what if these little
pain-capable human beings really are
his children?

HONORING BERTHA McMORRIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay a privileged tribute to a long-
time resident of my district and a true
friend of mine, Bertha McMorris, in
honor of her 80th birthday.

Though a Chicagoan by birth, Miss
Bertha is also so very much more. She
is a proud graduate of the DuSable
High School and the Chicago Teachers
College.

Miss Bertha is a dedicated public
servant who spent more than 20 years
at the U.S. Department of Education.
In addition to her work as a public
servant, Miss Bertha spent nearly a
decade working at the Rainbow PUSH
Coalition and is currently the propri-
etor of the newly founded Rainbow
PUSH store.

She also spent time as a past leader
of Happy Companion, Incorporated, a
community service organization found-
ed by her late sister, Ms. Winifred
Jackson.
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For over 60 years, Miss Bertha has
been a resident of the West Woodlawn
community, which is located in my dis-
trict. She has been a lifelong and faith-
ful member of the Berean Baptist
Church of Chicago, where she is cur-
rently a trustee of the church’s credit
union.

Miss Bertha is also the proud mother
of Mr. Lamell McMorris, a very suc-
cessful entrepreneur and founder and
chief executive officer of the Perennial
Strategy Group and Perennial Sports
and Entertainment Group. Lamell
manages an in-house team of experi-
enced government and public relations
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professionals, lawyers, and sports
agents, offering a multitude of services
to clients in a wide range of disciplines
and specialty areas.

Even today, Mr. Speaker, Miss Ber-
tha stays very active, has a very big
heart, and is so very kind to everyone
whom she meets. She is aptly described
as someone who brings cheer, who
brings joy wherever she goes. She is in-
deed our own merry matriarch of Chi-
cago.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that by my com-
ing to the floor today, that this very
small gesture can bring a big smile to
her face and help Miss Bertha enjoy her
birthday a little bit more.

To you, Miss Bertha, we all say
happy 80th birthday, and may you have
many more, and God speed.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF TOM
McNAMARA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. BoST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, this last
week on Sunday, southern Illinois, the
State of Illinois, and I believe this Na-
tion mourned with the family and
friends of a friend of mine by the name
of Tom McNamara.

About 2 weeks ago, we lost this local
hero who spent decades on the front
line of law enforcement combating the
drug trade.

Tom began his career in Carbondale
as just a local police officer with the
department while he was in college.
Over the years, he became an author,
instructor, investigator, an expert wit-
ness, and an undercover agent. Even
after retirement, he continued to serve
the public as an adviser to local police
departments that are still fighting the
drug trade.

I came to know Tom, the good friend
that he is, on November 23, 1988.

Mr. Speaker, you might ask, how in
the world would you remember the day
that you first met someone?

Well, I can remember that day be-
cause it was the day after my youngest
daughter was born. Tom then was the
head of what was known as the MEG
unit—Metropolitan Enforcement
Group—a drug task force that had been
assigned, and he had been an under-
cover agent for quite some time.

And my sister actually was the sec-
retary for that unit. So she had
brought Tom over to see the new baby.
While my wife was out of the room and
I was in the room by myself, Tom came
in. When he came in, he was introduced
to me, and I told him how glad I was to
finally meet him. Tom is a very big
man, and at the time, he was an under-
cover agent, so his hair was grown out,
his beard was grown out, and he was
actually undercover in a motorcycle
gang. He was all dressed in black,
which he commonly did—actually, al-
ways did.

When my wife returned to the room,
he is leaning over the top of the bassi-
net there where our daughter lay, look-
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ing at the baby. My wife came in and
had this startled look on her face be-
cause she didn’t see me and my sister
in the room, and instantly she kind of
had that mother reaction to try to pro-
tect a child. All of a sudden my sister
jumped up and said: It is okay. This is
Tom McNamara. Tom McNamara is a
police officer.

Her first words to Tom, who, as I
said, became a very good friend with
me and very good friends with her:
Well, I want to let you know that I
would not run to you in an alley if I am
in trouble at night. You would not be
the one I would run to.

He said: Then that is good. I am
doing my job.

Tom McNamara taught other police
officers the dangers and concerns. He
served proudly as a police officer and
as an undercover agent, but he also
studied in great detail the harmfulness
of certain drugs.

When I was a State legislator, he
came to me in 1997 and said: Mike, I
need to talk to you and then-Senator
Luechtefeld. I need to explain to you
about a drug that is so awful, that if a
mother and a father would use it, it
would make them not have any con-
cerns for the safety of their children,
because they are so focused on trying
to get more of this drug. And they can
actually make it in their kitchen. They
can make it in their cars.

That was methamphetamines. That
was when we first started drafting laws
in the State of Illinois, under Tom’s
guidance, to try to deal with the meth
problem that still exists.

Tom was also one of the first leaders
that realized that there were these
drugs like bath salts and all of these
that are being used.

I don’t even know how many people
Tom McNamara has saved over the
years. We will never know, I am sure,
let me tell you, because of his ability
and his willingness to work and always
to stand in the back, not to be recog-
nized, sometimes for his own safety.
But, Mr. Speaker, he did it for the bet-
terment of this Nation, and that is why
I stand to recognize him today.

I thank his wife, Judy; his daughter,
Rachel; his son-in-law, and their chil-
dren for giving up this man to serve us,
and serve us so well, for all the lives
that he saved.

——————

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
just a few floors from here, I am in the
Homeland Security Committee, and we
are addressing issues dealing with the
security of this Nation. And in my re-
marks on the legislation that we are
dealing with, I expressed the pain of
having this Congress come together in
a bipartisan manner. I know a couple
of sessions ago, we worked on a bipar-
tisan border security bill. Sometimes
America says enough is enough. They
want us to work together.
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This morning I rise to mourn and
stand with those families—58 of them—
who are feeling now an unspeakable
pain. They are questioning how their
loved one could be at a joyous country
music festival and be massacred.

My hometown newspaper says it
right: that the massacre in Vegas was
an act of pure evil.

Those of us who believe in this flag,
whether we kneel, whether we stand as
we pledge, we know that America is
the greatest country in the world; but
when she is hurting, it is important for
this Congress to act.

The comment that this is no time to
discuss how we solve this unfettered vi-
olence, this massacre, this evil perpe-
trator, then that sentiment is a senti-
ment I hope will only be a small per-
centage of this body.

We have tried over and over again in
any manner that we could to discuss
fairly the idea of gun safety legisla-
tion, not the diminishing of the Second
Amendment, as some made the argu-
ment, that the kneeling, take a Knee,
or “I kneel” was a diminishment of the
First Amendment. It absolutely was
not, because the First Amendment al-
lows one to petition one’s grievances.

In terms of the Second Amendment,
the procedure of overturning a con-
stitutional amendment would be a long
journey, which would include the two
Houses of Congress and the people of
the United States.

Stop fueling fear that any manner of
regulating the right to hold guns is in
any way diminishing the Second
Amendment, the right to bear arms.

It is ‘“enough is enough.” There were
hundreds of mothers and fathers out-
side of the Capitol this morning when
Democrats stood up and called on this
Congress and the Speaker to appoint a
select committee, of which I join them
in. Make it as large as it can be. Have
people who will disagree. Take mem-
bers of the jurisdictional committees
and others who have experienced this
violence. Let us solve this dirty prob-
lem.

It is dirty, for you cannot give any
support to the idea of civilians having
military-style weapons and taking
them and preying on the innocent.

Beautiful young women, young men,
mothers and fathers, grandparents now
dead, and nothing but their faith will
give to their family the hope that they
may see them again, for we are God-
fearing people in whatever faith we
may have.

Our hope is vested in seeing our loved
ones again, in particular in the Chris-
tian faith, and others have their ways
of seeing their loved ones again.

There must be a ban on assault weap-
ons. There must be a recognition that
there exists domestic terrorism.

What was the Pulse nightclub?

Domestic terrorism comes in dif-
ferent ways. It doesn’t have to be ISIS.
It can be Charleston, South Carolina.
That was an act of intimidation.

There were those interviewed who
said: I may rethink my life. Why
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should I be going to large venues?
Maybe I can’t do that.

That is not America. That is not
what we want for our children. Why
can’t this Congress look at the polling
numbers of the members of the Na-
tional Rifle Association. They under-
stand the importance of training, of
putting locks on guns, of not having
military weapons in the hands of indi-
viduals who would kill us dead.

So, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to say
that enough is enough. We cannot do
nothing. This flag demands that we do
something.

I close by saying that a veteran was
killed. He was not killed in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan, where he fought; but he was
killed in the streets of America, where
he had overcome post-traumatic stress
disorder. We know that Texans were
wounded.

So, Mr. Speaker, I leave this podium
in respect simply to say: As America,
we cannot do this any longer, and we
must stand up as a Congress and do our
jobs and find a way to end this gun vio-
lence now.

COMMEMORATING THE DEDICA-
TION OF THE SOUTH TEXAS AVI-
ATORS MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, as
home to almost half of all naval air
training in our country, south Texas is
a hub of military aviation. That is why
I am here today to commemorate the
dedication of the South Texas Aviators
Memorial, which will be dedicated on
October 12 at Corpus Christi’s Ropes
Park.

After almost 3 years of planning,
fundraising, and awareness by Asso-
ciate Directors Caleb and Anne Booher,
former Naval Air Station Corpus Chris-
ti flight instructor Chris Keech, and
many other volunteers, the memorial
will soon be permanently placed to
grace the bay front of Corpus Christi.

This memorial, a tribute to fallen
military aviators of all branches, fea-
tures a T7-foot-tall bronze aviator sur-
rounded by benches and a walkway
made of bricks bearing the name of
local individuals and businesses that
supported the building of the memo-
rial.
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Thank you to each person who spon-
sored the building of this new memo-
rial. I am proud to represent so many
south Texans that are proud of our
military and are honoring military avi-
ators who have paid the ultimate price
in service to our country.

SERVICE ACADEMY NIGHTS IN THE 27TH DISTRICT
OF TEXAS

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker,
each year I have the honor of nomi-
nating young men and women from the
27th District of Texas to our United
States service academies.

My office will soon be holding two
service academy nights to help stu-
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dents interested in earning appoint-
ments to a service academy Ilearn
about the application process and eligi-
bility requirements. Representatives
from West Point, Annapolis, the Air
Force Academy, the Coast Guard Acad-
emy, and the Merchant Marine Acad-
emy will be on hand to answer ques-
tions. There will be a presentation
about the Reserve Officer Training
Corps, or ROTC.

These events are recommended for
young men and women between the
ages of 17 and 21 and their parents who
are residents of the 27th Congressional
District of Texas, but are open to any
high school student considering apply-
ing to our service academies.

The first one will be in Victoria, on
Tuesday, October 10, from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. at the University of Houston-Vic-
toria, University North Building Multi-
Purpose Room, that is Room 114, at
3007 North Ben Wilson Street in Vic-
toria.

The second will be in Corpus Christi,
on Thursday, October 12, from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. at Veterans Memorial High
School’s cafeteria, 3750 Cimarron Bou-
levard.

For more information, you can con-
tact my office or visit my website,
farenthold.house.gov.

DOUBLE TEN DAY IS THE NATIONAL DAY OF

TAIWAN

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, on
October 10, or Double Ten Day, it is the
National Day of Taiwan, and I would
like to take the opportunity to wish
the people of Taiwan a very happy Dou-
ble Ten Day.

Over the years, Taiwan has proven its
leadership on the global stage, despite
its unique political status, through its
commitment to democracy and its con-
tribution to global health initiatives,
international development, and hu-
manitarian missions.

Taiwan was there following the 2010
earthquake in Haiti, the 2013 typhoon
in the Philippines, and was delivering
critical aid and food in times of need.
Taiwan was also there for the United
States when Hurricane Harvey hit.
They have donated a total of $800,000 to
the American Red Cross and Texas to
assist with relief efforts.

I would like to thank the Taiwanese
Government and its people for this gen-
erous support and their continued
friendship. I would also like to recog-
nize all the great Taiwanese companies
doing business in the 27th District of
Texas. Thank you for creating Amer-
ican jobs and being a part of our com-
munities.

Thank you again, Taiwan, and I offer
my best Double Ten Day wishes to the
people of Taiwan.

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO BOB HAUETER AND LUIS

BUENTELLO

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker,
this week is the birthday of two of my
staff: Luis Buentello in my district of-
fice, and Bob Haueter, my chief of staff
here in Washington, D.C., and Corpus
Christi. Both are dedicated public serv-
ants committed to helping the people
of the 27th District and all of America.
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